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Formation and canonization of "literature” in postwar Japanese children®s
literature
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This study clarified how modern literature was codified, and the editorial
planners®™ consciousness of "literature”, targeting all major literature collections for boys and
girls since World War 11.The main series of books reflect the trend of modern literature research at

that time, and show the transition from author-oriented organization to work-oriented editing.Other
than that, some points were confirmed;the existence of literary diversity such as essays and
travelogues eventually changed to novels;cultural novels by SHIMOMURA Kojin and YAMAMOTO Yuzo were
gradually disappearing;NATSUME Soseki established privileged position as a great writer;relationship
with Japanese language textbooks, and so on.These findings can be developed into a broader study of
how "literature” was developed, established, and enjoyed by readers of boys and girls.
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