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This study shows that the essay on the Japanese spirit produced the
national literature in the period of the establishment of Japan as a national state after the
Sino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War under strong influence of German thought. The analysis
of the criticism on Japanese civilization by TAKAYAMA Chogyu and ANESAKI Chofu as well as of MORI
Ogais review of that works makes clear the significance of the reception of German thought and
culture for Ogai, Chogyu and Chofu.

Also, this study deals with the importance of the magazine “ Taiyo” The Sun published by
Hakubunkan in which Chogyu’ s and Chofu’ s criticism appeared for the birth of a national
literature.
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