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Collaboration between Writers and Readers in the Anonymous Poems Submitted to
the 18th Century Daily Newspapers
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This study on Della Cruscan love poems that appeared on a London daily
newspaper, The World, in late 1780s focused on the relationship between literature and the media.
The exchanges of love poems by anonymous men and women on the daily newspaper created a theatrical
love affair in progress that was simultaneously shared by all the readers. John Brewer had pointed
out that the entire cultural phenomenon of Sensibility resulted from the development of print media
in the eighteenth century. The print media united readers across sexes, classes, and geographical
divides in shared appreciation of common feelings. This study demonstrated the connection between
the media and literature with a particular group of writers associated with a newspaper. This
phenomenon in the late 18th century shows that the role of the present day internet to create
communities has its precedence in the print media during the eighteenth century.
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