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In the history of the Rilke-research it is well known that in Rilkes poetics

works the spiritistic/spiritualistic way of thinking. The aim of this project is to elucidate the
function and the origin of the spiritistic core in his poetics. In the course of this research,
first the automatic writing and then the structure of the consciousness-pyramid proved to be
important elements in his poetic method. Comparing Rilkes texts with those of Carl du Prel, we found
out that it was du Prel who suggested the seancelike poetic creation in Rilkes early days in
Munich.
Thus Rilke became a typical, spiritistic poet in "der Moderne™, who had to overcome first by means
of his new method the crisis of language caused by the complicated, intercultural situation in
Prague, like Yeats and Beckett in Dublin, and for whom this new phase of the seance was no longer an
esoteric ritual, but an experimental little theater of the occult science.
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