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A concluding survey of accent systems in certain principal Japanese dialects

UWANO, Zendo
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In Ryukyuan dialects, we find the following types of accentual systems: The
Naha dialect seems to have a five-pattern accent system, with the possibility of the Gushikawa
dialect in Kume-jima having a similar system. The Asama dialect in Tokuno-shima is interpreted to
have a peculiar multi-pattern accent system. Based on these observations, it is concluded that the
current hypothesis that the proto-Ryukyuan had a three-pattern accent system is dubious.
As for the Northern Tohoku dialects on the mainland, they are proven to have the multi-pattern
system with an ascending kernel, and a lot of data are also given.
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