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The theory of language and knowledge as resources through the descriptive
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Several series of fieldwork were conducted in Cote d"lvoire with the
collaboration of the local Deaf community. (1) Recording the basic vocabulary of Langue des Signes
d"Afrique Francophone (LSAF) - Dialecte de Cote d"lvoire. (2) Editing and checking the videos. (3)

Translating the signs into English and French. Finally, the construction of the video data set
including 3,537 signs with English/French translation was completed.

For the historical research on the Deaf communities, interviews were also conducted with Deaf
collaborators with using their sign language. The process of the beginning of deaf education in
Cote d"lvoire and West Africa was clarified in this research.
During the researches in France, the importance of the comparison among sign languages in the
French-speaking areas (Langue des Signes Francaise (LSF) and Langue des Signes Quebecoise (LSQ)) was
recognized to gain a further understanding of the characteristics of LSAF.
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