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We demonstrated that the reason behind the absence of the agent-defocusing
passive (inanimate subject passive) is that Japanese developed the non-volitional/potential
construction with “ rare” in the area where other languages have developed the agent-defocusing
passive. Contrasting the voice system in Early Middle Japanese with the Spanish middle voice system
(reflexive construction), we can observe that both languages have extended the grammatical voice
construction from the spontaneous intransitive construction. However while the Spanish middle voice
established the agent-defocusing passive which signifies that "the event (is caused to) occurs by
someone™, the Japanese "rare" established the non-volitional/potential construction, expressing that

"the event occurs spontaneously to someone."
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middle construction medio-pasivo



Este tgjido se corta con mucha facilidad.
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