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Qing China and Tai states located on China®s southwestern frontier
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The Qing deposed certain Tai chieftains_in southern Yunnan, replacing them
with Chinese officials, through the Gaituguiliu policy before 1728. However, the implementation of
Gaituguiliu was discontinued in Sipsongpanna, a Tai state at the southernmost tip of Yunnan, due to
the high mortality rate amongst Chinese immigrants caused by malaria and the migration of native
inhabitants further south.

The Qing prevented disputes in the eastern Shan States from spreading into Yunnan. However, the
Qing army did not advance to the eastern Shan States before the Qing-Burma War. During the war the
Qing gathered information and knew that the Tai states in southern Yunnan, eastern Shan States, and
northern Thailand had had close relations with the Burmese dynasties. While the Qing tolerated the
Tai states in Yunnan continuing their relations with Burma, they prohibited the Tai chieftains,

appointed as Chinese officials under the Tusi system, from leaving their designated regions for
Burma.
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