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A study on the legal framework for the self-determination of people with
dementia in terms of medical consent and protection of property rights
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The current study examined the legal framework for the self-determination of
people with dementia in terms of medical consent and protection of property rights. Findings
specifically indicated the following:

When assistance includes guardianship, a standardized format for confirming the patient’ s wishes
is a useful way to share information among contracting parties. Outside the legal authority of a
surrogate decision-maker, a confirmatory mechanism involving collaboration between medical and
welfare experts and relevant government agencies, courts, and financial institutions is needed to
protect a patient’ s interests. A lasting and organized community network created with the
collaboration of experts and practitioners in different specialties is an effective way to develop a

specialized team to make decisions for people with dementia in medical and welfare settings.
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