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This study focuses mainly on Hokkaido dealing with population problems and
analyses various "collaborations™. It re-examines existing theories from new perspectives, such as
territorial management and an integration of social and scientific technology. It also constructs a
sturdy and sustainable model for addressing population problems for their implementation. The study
has revealed that the following measures may lead to an improvement of various collaborations: 1)
the establishment of a mechanism in which parties involved, by eliminating any discord regarding
their understanding of the system, will appropriately share the functions, the responsibilities, and

the risks associated; 2) the assuming of a coordination by a leading city to produce benefits that

exceed the costs involvin? wide-area collaborations; 3) the establishment of a system in which broad
macro policies that should be handled by the central government will be properly distinguished from
policies by local governments.
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