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An economic analysis on optimal school size

Hojo, Masakazu

1,200,000

TIMSS 2011

OECD
TALIS 2013

(1) We examined the relationship between school size and student®s academic
achievement, non-cognitive ability, and problematic behavior. Data are obtained from TIMSS 2011. It
is shown that students in small schools performed slightly lower than those in larger schools,
although the difference is not statistically significant. It is also shown that problematic behavior

is fewer in small schools.
(2) We examined the relationship between school size and working conditions of teachers. Data are
obtained from TALIS 2013. It is shown that total working hours of teachers are shorter in small
schools than in large schools. In addition, teachers in small schools spend less hour at
extracurricular activity such as athletic/cultural club activity.
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