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In this study, we have investigated the develoEments of Community-Based
Farming (CBF) in part-time rice farming areas and their interrelationship with the big changes in
farm families and rural communities based on a case study in Echizen City of Fukui Prefecture.
Findings of our study are as follows. (1) CBF was a collective response to the crisis in the
individual family farms based on the traditional communality of rural community. (2) CBF has
succeeded in reducing the financial difficulties and labor shortage in participant family farms, as
well as sustaining the farmland and the milieu of the community as a whole. (3) The successes,
however, have led to a weakening of individual family farms and to promote their dependence on CBF
that led to the fears about the long-term viability of CBF itself, (4) A differentiation in
behaviors and views concerning the conventional ways of farm family and community was observed
between the heads of farm families and their younger successors.
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