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History of relationship between social education projects and mass media on life
improvement
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o The aim of this research is to clarify the relation between the
movement of life improvement and mass media in the modern Japan. Specifically, | described the

relaton between journals and the movement of life improvement in the Taisho and early Showa era, and
the relaton between newspapers and the movement of life improvement after World War I1I.

Regarding the first viewpoint, this study pointed out that many journals had created the style of
life improvement for the new middle class by the early Taisho era, and that the movement in this
style was criticized and the movement started to use journals in the style which was suitable for
communities in rural areas in the early Showa era.

Regarding the second viewpoint, this study pointed out that movement of life improvement(new
life movement) after World War Il was promoted by a newspaper company energetically and this
vigorous promotion gave one of the momentums for municipalites to engage in new life movement.
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