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The development of deer management system based on forest damage assessment
suitable for Japan
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Browsing damage by sika deer on Larix kaempferi were analyzed to construct
the model that estimate the frequency of %rowsing per year and annual height growth from the age and
percentage of browsed seedlings. This model predicted that it would be only heavily damaged sites

where it takes one year more to reach 1 m height.

Surveys on broadleaved seedlings established in planted conifer stands and saplings in a natural
forest where deer population have been managed and densities have been reduced suggested that
natural regeneration of broadleaved trees would be difficult even if deer density decreased.

It is difficult to manage deer population in order to mitigate forestry damage, and publicly funded
management that considers diverse impacts such as agricultural damage and traffic accidents would be
essential in Japan.
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