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Issyk-Kul fever in Central Asia is caused by a sub-species of Keterah
orthonairovirus, Issyk-Kul virus (ISK virus). Recently, in Japan, a novel sub-species of the virus,
Soft tick bunyavirus (STB virus) was isolated. STB virus had potential to cause a disease in humans.

Through in vitro and in vivo experiments, however, apparent differences in in vitro tropism and in
vivo pathogenicity between the two viruses. Combined with epidemiological information, the results
indicated that STB virus did not cause a disease in a large population in Japan.
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