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In a 20-year retrospective death certificate survey at psychiatric

hospitals, data from 16 hospitals were obtained. It was confirmed that the main causes of death were

respiratory diseases, mainly pneumonia, and then cardiovascular diseases. However, many
psychiatrists are not familiar with how to write death certificates when a patient is hospitalized
for dementia and died of pneumonia: the cause of death should be dementia. There are many medical
certificates without mention of psychiatric diagnosis. For this reason, most cases of pneumonia were
considered dementia, however the details could not be determined. A two-year prospective survey
allowed 19 hospitals to be surveyed. The cause of death was respiratory disease in 3%,
cardiovascular disease in 29%, and malignant neoplasm in 10%. Psychiatric diagnoses accounted for 64
% of schizophrenia and only 12% of dementia.
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