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MicroRNA as a biomarker for prediction of HCC development after achieving an SVR
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Direct-acting antivirals (DAAs) can result in a sustained virologic response
(SVR) in >90% of patients with chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection. This study aimed to

evaluate histological improvement after obtaining an SVR to DAAs in patients with HCV. Among 691
patients with chronic hepatitis C who had an SVR to DAAs, 51 underwent liver biopsy 41+ 20 weeks
after the end of therapy. In 20 patients, liver biopsies obtained a median of 1.2 years before the
start of treatment were available. Among the 51 patients who underwent post-SVR biopsies, the grade
of inflammation was AO in 18, Al in 24, A2 in 8, and A3 in 1; the stage of fibrosis was FO in 3, F1
in 20, F2 in 15, F3 in 9, and F4 in 4. In the 20 paired biopsies, the inflammation grade regressed
(p = 0.0043), but the fibrosis stage did not (p = 0.45). Even if ALT become normal after having an
SVR, significant histological inflammation was found in some patients. The improvement in liver
fibrosis was not evident in the short term
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