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Analysis of heterogeneity for the pathomechamisms of chronic prurigo and itch
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Chronic prurigo is a common but treatment-resistant skin disease of unknown
etiology. Patients with prurigo nodularis, prugio chronica multiformis, and prurig subacuta showed
high blood levels of prurigogens, such as (3 -endorphin and autotaxin. These mediators were also
highly expressed in epidermal keratinocytes from prurigo patients, in particular, prurigo chronica
multiformis. In addition, experiments with mice deficient in ERK2 of central nervous systems
indicated that ERK2 contributes to acute and chronic pruritus in chronic skin inflammation.
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