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Clinical significance of sphingosine-1-phosphate and sphingosine kinase 1 in
lymphatic spread of esophageal cancer

Ichikawa, Hiroshi
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We evaluated pSphK1l and SphK1l expression in 92 surgically resected tumor
tissues of esophageal cancer by the immunohistochemistry. Lymph node metastasis, lymphatic invasion
and intramural metastasis were significantly associated with high expression of pSphKl. The 5-year
overall survival rate of patients with pSphK1l-high expression was significantly lower than that of
patients with pSphK1l-low expression. SphK1l expression was not associated with lymphatic spread and
prognosis in patients with esophageal cancer. We provide the first evidence of the association

between high expression of pSphKl and both lymphatic spread and patient outcomes in esophageal
cancer.
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