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Significance of hypoxia-responsive cancer stem cell markers in invasion and
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Cervical lymph node metastasis is the greatest prognostic factor in the
treatment of oral cancer, and its control is essential for improving treatment outcome. For that
purpose, it is necessary to elucidate the mechanism of metastasis. Recently, it has been suggested
that epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) is an important step in the process of metastasis, and
the association between EMT and cancer stem cells (CSC) has been noted.

In this study, we found that BRACHYURY and SOX2 synergistically promote cancer stemness in oral
cancer cells. This finding points to the importance of gene or protein networks associated with
BRACHYURY and SOX2 in the development and maintenance of the CSC phenotype.
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