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o i The purpose of this study is to clarify nursing students’ motivation toward
clinical practicum and the changes and factors therein. A four-year longitudinal study using

questionnaires and interviews was conducted. The analysis covered 831 completed questionnaires,
using the Learning Motivation Scale, the Self-Esteem Scale, and the Sense of Coherence Scale et al..
Results showed decreased “ improvement orientation” and “ meaningfulness” among second-year

students, while “ self-esteem” tended to increase from years one to three.

In the interview study, 16 individuals were interviewed continually over four years. Results
identified seven motivational factors common to all the four years of the study, including “ support

and stimulation from surroundings.” In addition, second-year students were motivated by “
awareness of the responsibility of caring for patients” and third-year students by the “ desire and
confidence to act on their own.”
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