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Historical research on the spread of western style bookbinding in Japan :
establishing a platform for conservation western style books

Moriwaki, Yuki
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We focused on a physical survey of Western account books in the Meiji era
and the Western rare books with traces of restoration in the 1950s by the bookbinders who acquired
the Western technology in the Meiji era. At the same time, we amassed information by interviews from
technical experts, conducted a philological survey and reexamined the history of Western
bookbinding. As regards to account books, the technology derived from the West was transformed by
repeated trial and error due to the rapid increase in demand and private-sector makers, and finally
it has attained the styles peculiar to Japan.
In addition, from the physical survey on the traces of the restoration in the Western rare books, it
was confirmed that the technolo?y and knowledge since the Meiji era were basically passed down. In
terms of conservation of materials, it was revealed that there was already an idea in the 1950s
which was the source of the existing idea of the "preserving original style".
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International Workshop: Collaborative practice for establishing a base of
academic information between Japan and the three countries in Indo-china : Towards Sharing the
Information Resources of Area Studies for Southeast Asia
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The Principle of Document Preservation and the Reality (Part 2) : Let"s make Origami Wrapper
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