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Co?servative Cultural Relativism in the Modernist Imaginary: From Gobineau to
Malraux

Yoshizawa, Hideki
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Our research was mainly focused on the reactive and conservative elements
found in French-modernist literary works as well as on the innovative elements in French colonial
administration, social thought of this era, etc., between the World Wars of early Twenty Centuries.
We aimed to elucidate these complicated elements from the relation with the Others outside the
Western world. As a result, we could identify its genealogy as a symbol of certain contradictions
inherent in the French Third Republic itself, which attempted to propagate their universalism in
France metropolitan and their colonies.
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