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Performance Skills

USHIRO, Yuji

2,500,000

This study validated a rating rubric to assess the levels of task-induced
performance of EFL reading. An argument-based approach was employed to examine how well the task
performance reflected constructs of reading. In a survey, six information transfer tasks were
presented to Japanese EFL learners to elicit their communicative reading protocols. Three raters
scored the task performance; the rating appropriateness was argued using many-facet Rasch
measurement and generalizability theory. Structural equation modeling was run to reveal the
relationship between task-based reading performance and vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension
skills. The results showed that the rating rubric functioned as intended, the six tasks with three
raters were sufficient for reliable scoring, and the scores were reflectiveness of unidimensional
construct of reading. These validity arguments depict the integration between the task-based reading

assessment and argument-based approach to validation.
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