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University students were assigned to one of the three vocabulary learning
tasks to learn 12 words: writing their own sentence with a target word (condition 1), writing their
own Japanese sentence with a target word (condition 2), and copying two English sentences with the
same target word (condition 3). The task-induced involvement load of Condition 1 and 2 were higher
than that of condition 3. Condition 1 and 2 differed in the language (English or Japanese) used, and

they were considered the same involvement load by the hypothesis. The vocabulary test results
showed no statistically significant differences among the three, which contradicts the involvement
load hypothesis which posits the more involvement load leads to the more vocabulary retention. The
language use gEnglish or Japanese) did not influence the vocabulary retention. The questionnaire
results showed there were basically no differences in the perceived enjoyment and usefulness among
the three conditions.
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(n=15) (n=13) (n=13)
M SD M SD M SD
ToTestl 29.33 8.36 2754 891 2846 11.00 F(2,38)=0.13 n.s.
ToTest2 20.73 6.62 15.92 10.00 1746 9.90 F(2,38)=1.09 n.s.
WM1 393 0.88 3.77 093 377 073 F(2,38)=0.18 n.s.
WM2 4,07 0.80 3.77 083 346 0.88 F(2,38)=1.83 n.s.
WM3 413 0.74 408 0.76 3.77 0.60 F(2,38)=1.04 n.s.
WM4 393 0.70 392 0.86 323 086 F(2,38)=3.40 p<.05
Note. ToTest1 =1 3 ; ToTest2 =2 3
; WM1=Word Map(Graphic Organizer) 2=
Word Map (Graphic Organizer)
WM4 =
n=41
*p<.05
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