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Global economic activities are subject to multilayered regulations
created by various organs. Not only are they based on binding norms. Many are based on non-binding
norms created by enterprises, industry groups, civil society, and even intergovernmental
organizations. This research project was a pilot study concerned with the question of the role of
private law in responding to these globally developed regulatory norms.

The main findings of this project include the finding that non-binding regulations are prevalent
in the field of trade of food; Japanese courts are sometimes responsive to global norms, but not
always even when a norm is embodied in a binding treaty; local regulatory norms, which are often
unknown to a foreign seller, should be taken into account under certain conditions. The project also

pointed out the deficiency of existing contract law norms (e.g., CISG) in dealing with continuous
supply chain transactions.
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