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The Fusion of Diplomatic History and Rational Choice Theories: What were the
Causes" of the Pacific War?
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What were the causes of the deepening of Japan®s isolation in the 1930s,
leading to the Pacific War? Speaking of long-term origins, Japan had two frameworks for
international cooperation; one was new and the other was old. Both became disabled due to the
Manchurian Incident. Japan could not save the situation as it had promised to the League of Nations,

losing the new framework. The country also failed to make an effective response to British efforts
to keep Japan in the League at the sacrifice of China. Old-fashioned great power diplomacy did not

work either.

This eventually brought Japan to a pact with Germany in 1940. While hoping the alliance would
strengthen their position, the Japanese knew the risk of the coalition, because a pact with Germany
should be a sever challenge to the US. The risk became apparent, and the Japanese realized that
abandoning the treaty was a necessary condition to avoid a US-Japan war, but they failed due to the

uncertainty of America"s possible reaction.
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