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Developing students’ academic questioning skills not only nurtures
students’ self-learning skills, but also can encourage them to ask good questions in future
academic conferences, activating further scientific investigations. We have launched a program to
develop questioning skills in three steps. First, we encouraged students to ask as many questions as

possible in classes. Second, we created an evaluation sheet for questions consisting of: 1)
importance, 2) originality, 3) rhetoric, 4) whether micro or macro level and 5) who benefits
(questioner only; questioner plus audience; all including presenter).

We established the reliability and content validity of the evaluation sheet in three academic
conferences. Third, we provided students with opportunities to evaluate many questions in academic
conferences using the evaluation sheet. Good questions could be measured by the current evaluation
sheet, which might enable us to teach questioning skills systematically.
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