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Local operations of forest policies by frontline foresters in tropical Asia
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The present study explored actual operations and behavioral principles of
frontline foresters in tropical Asia. In teak plantation regions of Java, Indonesia, forest laws
were not necessarily strictly applied; discretionary decisions in law enforcement were confirmed.
The power of the State Forestry Corporation over local people has been weakened since the 2000s,
where strict enforcement of forest laws is difficult for frontline foresters. It is implied that it
would be meaningful to analyze tropical foresters’ discretions, namely, avoidance of strict
application of forest laws, in the changing political economic context between forest administration

and local communities. Regarding Forest Management Units in Sumatra, human and financial resources
were considerably limited, and therefore they were undertaking curtained limited activities.
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