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Engaged Area Studies to Creating Work Footwear by Africa: Exploring a New
Culture of Jika-Tabi

Tanaka, Toshikazu
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This study examines the process of co-creative practice of Jika-Tabi work
footwear, a type of rubber-soled work footwear invented in Japan in the 20th century, with Ethiopian
pepole. The first prototype of the Ethiopian Jika-Tabi, manufactured using local skills and
materials, was created in the Woliso research field on January 21, 2017, by local leather shoemaker,
Mr. Kebbera. We named it Ehito-Tabi in the global context. We made totally more than 19 types and
220 pairs of Ethio-Tabi during the research period by co-designing focus on relationships between

researchers, shoemakers and famers. We eventually established sustainable co-creating framework of
Ethio-Tabi through the market and promotion research.

Ethio-Tabi



120

1 2
4
4
2016 1 2 3
Asahi Shimbun Globe
27
30
2016 9 9 2017 1 23
2 2017 1 21
Ethio-Tabi
74Birr=370
120Birr=600
2017 2

2017 8 28 9 7



hitoe
FashionablexFunctional=Functionable

3
20
2
2007 9 5 9 8 4
38.5 18
2018 2 3 4
2018 9 8
3 200 2018 10 4
10 26
10 15 16 200
Ethio-Tabi SNS 10 14
1 3 10 22
180
Ethio-Tabi
55
Ethio-Tabi 1
7
1
53 209 6 1
2  Ethio-Tabi
28
3F 2019 4 21
3 28
2019 4 20
4
55 2018 5 26
5  Ethio-Tabi
27 2018
4 22
6
23 2018 3 25
7  Ethio-Tabi
26 2017 4
16
1 JST 4 COl2021
2018 30 12 19 .
2 JST 4  COI2021
COI2021 2018 30 12 19



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

3 4

GLOBE Web

Ethio-Tabi

241

No.763 11

2016

2018

2017

7

http://gl obe.asahi.com/feature/side/2016072600001.html.

2019 5 16

2018 6

NIHU UBRJ Seminar
401 2018

16

2017

2017

2

4

12

12

2017

9

26

6

11 16

2018

5

6

27

ABCD

27 .
COl

30 4 22
29 7 3
” 2017
1
.2018 8 1
30
4
2018 4

“Designing Ethio-Tabi Work Footwear: Key Lessons from Collaborative Fieldwork between
Researchers, Shoemakers, and Farmers in Ethiopia” Oral Presentation, 2" Collaborative
Symposium for Early Career Researchers -Thinking across Boundaries: The Fluidity of Asia,
Africaand Beyond, SOAS The School of Oriental and African Studies  Senate House S320,
United Kingdom, 18" September, 2017. Symposium Organizer.
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“Engaged Area Studies to Creating Jika-Tabi Footwear culture of Africa: Potential of Ethio-Tabi
Research project in Ethiopia” Poster Presentation, Kyoto University Africa Unit Kickoff

symposium.

Inamori Foundation Memorial Hall, Big size conference room, The Center for



African Area Studies, Kyoto University, Japan, 11th March, 2017.

19 “Potential of Jika-tabi Research Project in Ethiopia: Shifting the Style of Study from observation
to Practice” Oral Presentation and Workshop Organizer. International Workshop by Young
Field-Based Researchers for future collaboration. SOAS The School of Oriental and African
Studies  GS303, United Kingdom, 27th January, 2017.
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1 Toshikazu Tanaka: Ethio-Tabi  https://sites.google.com/view/ethio-tabi/home
2 ManaEthiopia http://toshikazutanaka.blogspot.jp/
3 Facebook https://www.facebook.com/africajikatabi/



