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Basic study on the view of death and life in Jainism: focusing on the rules of
the ritual of fasting unto death
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In the code of conduct of Jain lay persons, fasting unto death, in which
they voluntarily refuse to eat and die, is discussed as a ritual which lay persons should practice.
The practice of this fasting unto death has been criticized as "be equivalent to a suicide" since
old days. The present researcher”s main subject was to examine the response from Jainism to such
criticism in detail based on the description of the primary text. The focus of the research was the
definition of fasting unto death in the texts called "Sravakacara texts™ which discussed the code of

conduct of Jain lay persons. As a research result, 4 papers and 4 annotated Japanese translations
of related texts are published in research journals, etc.
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