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How has the environment for freedom of speech in Japan changed since Japan®s
defeat in World War Il in 1945? This problem was illustrated by the collection and analysis of
materials on censorship and its release. In particular, this study focused on the existence of
library documents. How information about censorship was sent to local public libraries and how the

library processed and reflected the instructions in its collection. I also examined the reality of
GHQ"s order to confiscate books after Japan®s defeat in World War II.
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