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Literature in the Interstices: Representations of the Empire of Japan by British
Female Scientists and British Wives and Daughters of Japanese Men
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This study investigates travel writing and Japanese-themed fiction by two
British female scientists, Matilda Chaplin Ayrton and Marie Stopes, and an Anglo-Japanese female
writer Yei Theodora Ozaki, who visited or lived in Japan between 1853 and 1945. It demonstrates
their act of transgressing or negotiating institutional boundaries through writing in the
interstices of gender and race. It also highlights the newly-opened Japan as a locus where the women
writers, encouraged by a more liberal femininity in the late Victorian period, could produce

alternative discourses.
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