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An empirical study on joint custody of the children born out of wedlock

Abe, Junichi
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The German Civil Code(Buergerliches Gesetzbuch) provides joint custody
concerning children born out of wedlock, which adopted through the Parentage Law Reform Act in 1997
and amended by the Reform Act in 2013. It is the purpose of this study to analyze the German case
law and a report of practical experiences which assessed by the Department of Justice. The new law
introduced the simplified procedure into the German Family Procedural Law. In judical practice, this
procedure is applied effectively, but so many judges criticize new system because parents are not
heard in person. The German experience ought to be instructive for Japanese Family Law which dose
not assign joint custody to unmarried parents.
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