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Making the Cultivation of Ao-ganpi (Wikstroemia Retusa) in School into a
Teaching Material
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In this research, to enable procurement of Japanese paper raw materials at
school, we propose cultivation methods, costs, learning guidance plans, etc. of Ao-ganpi
(Wikstroemia Retusa) so that it can be handled as a learning material in Technology of nurturing
living things of junior high school technical education. The final goal to making the original
Japanese paper manufacturing technology of Okinawa Prefecture into a teaching material. In the first

year of the project, although the seeds of Ao-ganpi were successfully collected, they did not lead
to germination. But the seed treatment method was examined and the germination rate could be
increased to about 80%. Moreover, besides studying the planting place for cultivating Ao-ganpi as a
Japanese paper raw material, we were able to fabricate an automatic watering system using
programming teaching materials for the soil moisture management after nursery period and after the
transfer to open ground cultivation.
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