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Change made by international volunteers to developing countries and the
formation of global civil society
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The purpose of this study project is to _explore the change made by
international volunteers to people in developing countries and its influence on the shaping of
global civil society, from perspectives of social sciences and humanities.

This study selected the case of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV) and discussed that
the JOCV program was effective in development cooperation, depending on the concepts of social
capital and capacity development. Further, it examined the reciprocity defined as a feeling that
volunteers as service provider are given something in return by local people through their JOCV
activities.

Also, this study addressed the issues of returned volunteers’ career path and their
contribution to Japanese society and comparison between JOCV and similar programs in other
countries. Finally we concluded that JOCV contributed to shaping the global civil society.
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