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The mechanism of population dynamics in small-scale communities of present Laos

Yokoyama, Satoshi
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Data on population, livelihood, reproduction, and health were obtained for
small-scale societies in Laos, and the interrelationships among these factors were analyzed to
determine what variables affect the dynamics of small-scale societies. The study, which examined
population dynamics going back three generations in a village and related them to changes in
livelihoods, provided valuable information for discussing future trends in small-scale societies.
In addition, the data obtained in this study covering three generations includes important events
such as the upheaval caused by the Vietnam War and the change in the political system from monarchy
to socialism in the 1970s, and the shift to a liberal economy since the late 1980s. We were able to

present valuable research material as the regional geography of Laos dealing with people”s responses
to political, economic, and social changes.
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