Q)]
2017 2020

Plant genetic resources and related traditional knowledge in semi-autonomous
ethnic minority areas with political and geographic isolation
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Field surveys and data digitalization were conducted over agricultural food
genetic resources (AFGR) in areas with highly unique ethnic activities that transcend national
borders. There are high associations with politically and geographically isolated mountainous areas,

marginal forests, and ethnic minority areas with conflict zones. Main focus was on AFGR usage.
Field surveys were conducted up to March 2021 every year, mainly in Myanmar and the countries along
with its borders. AFGR were introduced to Japan upon appropriate legal procedures and they are
maintained and evaluated for new value finding. Conservation and utilization of crop genetic
resources due to high ethnic and cultural awareness was observed despite conflict and modernization.

It may be difficult to maintain conventional crop varieties due to agricultural abandonment or
destruction by the military junta of the country. Field survey reports are available at
peer-reviewed publications.
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