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This study developed a method of "geographic crime prediction” that predicts
when and where crimes will occur. First, we clarified the nature of crime as a precondition for
prediction, especially environmental factors and spatio-temporal concentration of crime. Second, we
developed a prediction model that is more suitable for the crime situation in Japan, taking into
account the characteristics of low frequency (low number of crimes) and over-dispersion (weak
geographical concentration). Third, based on discussions with practicing police officers, the
feasibility gf effective implementation of the geographic crime prediction method in police practice
was examined.
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