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A nationwide research project of regional amateur theatre in Japan
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Non-profit theatre activities supported by local residents have developed
significantly in Japan since the late 20th century. The present study, which focalizes on these “
new” amateur theatres as a subject of academic research, succeeded in elucidating their distinctive

traits. One major finding was that resident participation has definitively increased compared to “
old” amateur theatres. This is related to the regional and town revitalization efforts instituted
over the last century but its scope goes beyond such political motives. Moreover, “ new’ amateur
theatres are bound neither by ideological nor institutional constraints, thereby leading to more
free and diverse productions.
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Reexamination of traditional performing arts as a key cultural resource for sustainable community; beyond dichotomy of urban
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