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Reconstruction of the proto language of Japanese and Ryukyuan and phylogenetic
trees based on comparative linguistic methods
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Extensive data collection through fieldwork was conducted and made Eublicly
available. Published materials include "JR-COGNATE,"™ a list of cognates thought to date back to
proto-Japonic, materials on accents of various dialects, and dialect dictionaries. Two symposiums on
the reconstruction of proto-Japonic were held. These were groundbreaking symposiums in which the
history of the various Japonic languages was discussed from multiple perspectives, including
comparative linguistics, statistics, and anthropology. The results of the first symposium were
published as a book. By analyzing the dialectal data collected by the project using a cladistic
analysis method, we proposed a phylogenetic tree of the Japonic languages. This phylogenetic tree
gefinﬁs two monophyletic groups, the "Extended East Japanese branch™ and the "South Japanese

ranch".
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