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A Study of Languages and Linguistic Change in Middle-Mekong Region

Hayashi, Norihiko
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The languages of the Tibetan-Burman, Tai-Kadai, Miao-Yao, and Austroasiatic
families in the midstream region of the Mekong River are all critically endangered, yet they have
not received as much attention in descriptive and historical linguistics research compared to other
language groups. In this project, we conducted fieldwork to collect data on languages such as Jino,
Akeu, Lolopho, Karen, Miao, Saek, and Bit. Based on this data, we documented the historical
phonological changes and the lexicon related to fauna for each language, culminating in the
publication of a three-volume series of papers. Additionally, we organized international workshops
in Kyoto and Kobe, facilitating interactions and collaborations with researchers beyond the domestic
and international members of our research team.
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