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Oratorical Culture in Democratic Athens: Rhetorical Strategies in Forensic
Speeches

Sato, Noboru
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Through comprehensive and detailed analyses of the rhetorical strategies
used in the forensic orations in fourth-century Athens, which was fundamentally crucial to
understand the rhetorical culture and the Athenian Democracy, we have revealed the following
aspects. (1) The Attic orators developed different rhetorical strategies well-suited for the
speaker®"s legal/social position or public occasions, i.e., the people®s assembly or the courtroom.
(2) Athenian rhetorical strategies were heavily influenced, especially by contemporary religious and

social practices. (3) In addition to the speaker®s character presentation of his own or character
assassination of his opponents, the strategies of character portrayal of other people mentioned in
the forensic speeches were also crucial for persuading the Athenian jurors.



e.g., J. Ober, Mass and
Elite in Democratic Athens, Princeton 1990; M. H. Hansen, Athenian Democracy in the
Age of Demosthenes, Oxford 1991
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