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A Comparative Study of Lon%—Term Regional Changes Associated with Disasters: A
Case Study of the Areas Affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake

Kimura, Shuhei

8,400,000

Based on the fieldwork in the southern coastal area of lwate Prefecture, we
gained important findings including (1) a reservoir-centered community formation model in Otomo-cho,
Rikuzentakata, (2) patterns of tsunami evacuation behavior in the Chilean earthquake and Great East
Japan Earthquake in Otomo-cho and Ryori, and (3) the relationship between road development and the
changes in location of dwellings and land use based on aerial photographs. In addition,
interdisciplinary studies were initiated, which included one on tsunami evacuation behavior by a
collaboration between folklorists and a scholar of disaster studies. The result of this research was
handed to local residents in the form of a booklet.
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