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The Development of the Theory and Practice of Project Approach in Early
Childhood Education; Genealogy of Innovation of ECE in Europe and Japan

OHTA, Motoko
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This is a comparative study focused on the Project Approach in early
childhood education and care in European countries and Japan. The key concepts are, an idea of "
Capable Children", Activism and Intellectualism. We have established cooperative relationships with
researchers and practitioners in Sweden and the United Kingdom, over the three years. We have
translated their works, and enriched our idea of Project Approach and "Rich and Capable Children".
In their practices they emphasize children®s intellectual and relative cognition and encourage them
to reflect theoretically. In contrast, in Japan, we emphasize children®s sensibilities and
absorption in activities. We should consider further more.

We also published our comparative research focused on the transition from preschool to primary
school based on Project Approach in Japan, tentatively.
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What is “ quality transition” ? Examination of transition from early childhood education to primary education from a
historical perspective
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Two types of the transition from preschool education to primary school education in Japan.

EECERA ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 29th
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Capture the efficacy of project approach in a Japanese ECEC curriculumé#8211; a videodocumentation of “ Play-shops” in
three academic years at a Kindergarten.
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Sachiko ASAl, Motoko OHTA

Transformation of the view of the child identified in documentation: the effect of the introduction of a project method on
ECEC in Japan
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