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Year-round monthly surveys of the intermediate host polychaetes
proliferating on the net cages of tuna cages revealed that polychaetes became infected in summer,
while in winter they grew in numbers but no infection occurred. Unexpectedly, removal of polychaetes

on the net cages resulted in drastic decrease in the infection of the intermediate host. This
suggests that eradication of polychaetes around the culture systems will be an effective control
measure of the blood fluke infection of net cage cultured bluefin tuna.

We succeeded in in vitro maintenance of infected polychaetes by injecting sporocysts from
naturally infected polychaetes into uninfected ones. This has enabled to maintain developmental
stages of the blood fluke and to observe its development and proliferation in the intermediate host.
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