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The purﬁose of this research was to clarify the characteristics of minimal
residual tumor cells (MRTC) in the lymph node and blood by biological and molecular method. The
presence of MRCT in the lymph node and blood was useful for predicting the prognosis in esophageal
or gastric cancer patients. In the process of metastatic formation in the lymph node,
epithelial-messenchymal transition was histologically confirmed. MRTC in blood was suggested to be a
new biomarker in the biological targeting therapy by using HER2 expression. We established the
various organoids derived from esophageal cancer tissues. The organoid with resistance against
preoperative chemo- and/or radiotherapy was suggested to have the property of cancer stem cell.
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