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Through semi-structured interviews in Fukushima Prefecture, Fukuoka
Prefecture, Hokkaido and Tokyo and document analysis this research clarified the following two
points: 1) The general nature of visions of a hydrogen society, expectations about how hydrogen can
promote diffusion of renewables and local production/consumption of energy, and how these differ to
the national vision 2) challenges in upscaling various forms of hydrogen production and utilisation.
Overall, it became clear that producing hydrogen is technically feasible but utilization is
currently difficult given a lack of societal demand for hydrogen and cost restraints.
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