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Rethinking Modernity of Asia through Folksong Singing: Audio Archival Research
of Indigenous Peoples of the Northern Philippines
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About 60 examples of salidummay and related folk songs recorded in the
northern Philippine highlands in the 1960s-1980s were examined at the University Center for
Ethnomusicology, University of the Philippines (so-called "Maceda Collection™). These were
categorized in two groups for analysis: a) tunes that are considered lost today; and b) tunes that
have been transmitted until today.

The former includes a tune for call-and-response singing. Four-degree gaps are prominent in
this group. Each tune uses five pitches but their composition and the ending notes vary. On the
other hand, in the latter group, tunes use the c-d-e-g-a, or pitches of c-major pentatonic. They are

characterized by regulated beats and pitches such as a four-beat time, diatonic mode. It is
reasonable to suggest that this phenomenon us understood as modernization of salidummay; a symptom

thgt folk songs of indigenous peoples have been dragged to the sensual norms of rationality of
modernity.
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