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Optimization of Amedashi Method based in Chemical Analysis ,and Reproduction of
Traditionalindigo

Matsubara, Ami
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i o _ Although it s well known that the pigment of the indigo is used for the
classical painting by instrumental analysis, its production method is still not clear. In this

study, we researched it by collecting data of different indigo that were extracted with Amedashi
method from the Edo period literature, and analyzing those data with fluorescent X-ray. As a result,
it was found that all the samples always show constant color development, hue and lightness
regardless of plant type or plant color, and we found Calcium (Ca) in every sample. From the
replacement experiment, it was implied that it is important to make the water used for extraction
into a strongly alkaline state with the component of lime. Tests with different formulations
demonstrated that stable pigmentation can be achieved under any experimental conditions.
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